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Abstract: As per the prescribed curriculum by NEHU for the 6th Semester i.e. Paper 8E, the Department of
Zoology has to take Zoology Honours students for a field trip/study tour both within and outside the state.
The Education Department, Government of Meghalaya supports the financial expenditure in order to fulfil
the criteria allotted in the syllabus. The main objective of this field trip is to bring the concept of what
students have learnt in the normal classroom and to reveal the facts of what they have learned or for the
purpose of first-hand observation.

Introduction: The Department of Zoology organized a field trip to Mawlyngbna, Mawsynram on 14™
January 2022. The aim of the field trip was to visit to the Fossil Site, Split Rocks and Umkhakoi and to
observe living wildlife fauna.

Science students required a practical work in order to get acquaintance with the subjects he/she studies.
Therefore, study tour is one of the best impacts which we can motivate the students to protect life and
environment which is the main focus of our study and research work. In order to preserve the diversity of
animals and plants species which is very important for the ecological balance of the nature, one has to
explore its natural habitat, and understand the needs of its conservation.

Mawlyngbna is a fossil village in Meghalaya, the age of the fossil will help us to know the age of the species
living in that particular place by comparing with the other related fossil species in other places through
research work and with the help of scientists. Fossils of animals dating 200 million old have been reported in
this village.

Brief Report:

1. A group of 29 students, were accompanied by Madam D. A. Pde (HOD), Dr. (Mrs) L. M. Darnei, Dr.
(Mrs) 1. Nongtraw, Smt. W. M. Dkhar and Dr. P. Suchiang.

2. The team left at 5.00 AM sharp from the College Campus.

3. We arrived at Mawlyngbna Village at around 11:00 AM.
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4. On the way to Mawlyngbna, water samples were collected by the students for plankton
study.

5. Soon after reaching Mawlyngbna we visited the Fossil Site. We spent for an hour in the
Fossil site. Presence of Fossils in the area is the evidence of the place’s underwater history
that goes back millions and millions of years. Itis believed that the entire area was actually a part
of the seabed.

6. After visiting the Fossil Site, the team proceeded towards Split Rock. It is a huge rock split
into two from top to bottom, the event attributed to the devastating Magnitude-8 Assam
earthquake of 1897. The two flat rocks sat parallel to each other separated by about 2 meters.
One can walk through a narrow passage between the two rocks that leads to a very narrow
cave. If proper examination and analysis of Split rocks are done, the rock could determine the
approximate age of our planet.

. The team also visited the Umkhakoi Reserviour. The multiple bowl-shaped depression at
Umakhakoi fascinated us much more than the Reserviour itself. The depressions are usually
filled with water which are connected by the bamboo bridges in the larger ones. Different rocks
shape surfaces are seen which could really indicate the ecological time and epoch of different
species living during that particular era.

8. After visiting Umkhakoi, we journey back home at around 5:00 PM.
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Uinkhakoi Reserviour

Conclusion: The field trip is highly enlightening the young minds to pursue higher studies, and
very excited to know the fact which they study theoretically. Thus, field trip gives self-

experienced and encouragement to the students.
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Department of Zoology
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